124 INNOVATIONS AND FOREIGN INFLUENCES

Israel, and happening also to live at a time when the Jews held
a fairly strong position with regard to neighbouring peoples,1
were confident that the day of Jahweh would mean the final
triumph of the chosen people, and the due subjugation of the
godless. But for Amos the day stood for the victory of divine
justice which would involve terrible retribution for Israel.

The two aspects persisted side by side in the imagination of
the Prophets, and the day of Jahweh became a favourite theme
of their meditations, predictions and threats. They often
proclaimed its dread approach. Isaiah (xiii, 6-9) gives warning
of it, with the words, " Howl ye, for the day of Jahweh is at hand ;
it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty. . . . Behold
the day of Jahweh cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger,
to lay the land desolate., and to destroy the sinners thereof out of
it." 2 No doubt these alarming predictions of the imminent
arrival of the acharith-hayyamim, the end of the days, which
were never fulfilled, were the object of a certain amount of
ridicule among the more sceptical Israelites. Such an attitude
seems to be reflected in Ezekiel (xii. 21 ff.)9 " The word of Jahweh
came to me, saying, Son of man, what is that proverb that ye
have in the land of Israel, saying, The days are prolonged and
every vision faileth ? " Needless to say, Jahweh then an-
nounced, through the mouth of his prophet, that this time the
warning was no mere figure of speech, and his day would come
indeed.

It would be a day of dread, heralded by fearful portents.
Earth and heaven would be subjected to an appalling upheaval,
and the Prophets allowed their imaginations free rein in picturing
the horrors of the catastrophe.3 But after the day of terror
and judgment, the world, cleansed and regenerated, would enter
upon a new era. And when the divine wrath should smite
the nations who had given cause for it, those neighbouring peoples
with whom the Jews were continually at loggerheads would
naturally, according to these alarming predictions, be singled
out for a particularly dire vengeance. Syria and Phoenicia,

1 It was during the reign of Jeroboam II, King of Israel (7837-743?)
that the people of Damascus, who had long threatened his kingdom, were
"brought to heel.    This and other military victories tended to give Israel
the illusion of a strength it did not really possess.

2  Cf. Zeph. i. 7 and 14 :  " The great day of Jahweh is near, it is near
and hasteth greatly " ;  Zech. iii. 10 ;  Ezek. xiii. 5 ;  xxx, 3 ;  Joel, i. 15 :
" For the day of Jahweh is at hand:  it cometh as a destruction from the
Almighty " ;  ii. 1 ; ii. 11 ;  ii. 31 ;  iii. 14 ;  Obad. 15 :  " For the day of
Jahweh is near upon all the nations"

3  C/. in particular Amos viii. 8jgf. ;   Isa. ii, 9 ff. ;   xiiL 6 ff.;  xxiv.

Hab. iii. 3 ff.;   Ezek. xxxii, 7 ff. ;   xxxviii. ISjflF.;   etc.